
September 17, 2024

The Honorable Gina Raimondo Richard W. Spinrad
Secretary Administrator
U.S. Department of Commerce National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 1401 Constitution Avenue N.W., Room 5128
Washington, D.C. 20230 Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Raimondo and Administrator Spinrad:  

We write to express our gratitude and appreciation for your dedicated efforts in 
releasing the final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Chumash Heritage 
National Marine Sanctuary marking an important step toward the final designation of the 
Sanctuary. 

 
If designated, the Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary (Sanctuary) 

would be the third largest in the national sanctuary system and the first Indigenous-
nominated sanctuary in the United States. Importantly, the Sanctuary management plan 
would support co-stewardship with the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. 
Specifically, we appreciate that the Administration’s preferred boundary alternative 
included in the final EIS reflects the recommendations of our July 18 letter and the joint 
position of indigenous communities, Morro Bay Offshore Wind Leaseholders, and 
environmental organizations supporting an approach that sets initial northern boundary of
the Sanctuary south of Diablo Canyon and north of Port San Luis and Avila Beach. 
Additionally, we are pleased the final EIS added a Boundary Adjustment Action Plan that
calls for a process for the possible future expansion of Sanctuary’s boundary. 

 
Inclusion of these recommendations helps ensure the successful protection of 

ecologically and culturally significant waters as well as the success of the three offshore 
wind leases.  

 
As you know, advocates and community members on the Central Coast of 

California have pursued this sanctuary designation for decades and celebrated the 
decision to move the nomination forward in 2021. As strong supporters of the 
Administration’s goal of protecting 30 percent of U.S. oceans by 2030, we thank the 
Department of Commerce and NOAA for finalizing the designation of the Sanctuary to 
ensure robust protections for cultural and ecological resources off the Central Coast while
providing certainty for responsible offshore wind development, operations, and 
maintenance, and helping California reach its energy goals by 2045.  



  
We especially would like to express our appreciation for inclusion of the 

Boundary Adjustment Plan to allow NOAA to revisit the boundaries in later years and for
the Indigenous Cultural Heritage Action Plan which will help ensure indigenous 
communities continue to have opportunities to provide input moving forward. 
 

Sincerely,

Alex Padilla
United States Senator

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress


